Television script - Voting rights by unknown
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231
This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/0264
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/
Title:
Television script - Voting rights
Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/0264
© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan
PREMIER'S DEPARTMENT, 
ADELAIDE. 
Sbf. ^  
•9 0, TELEPHONE 28 2400 * ' 
TELEVISION SCRIPT. 
Station: A.D.8.7 Duration: 5 MINS. Title: VOTING RIGHTS. 
Date: . Type: Key No: 6/12. 
Audio 
GOOD EVENING : 
In the daily papers and on 
the radio last week you will have 
seen and heard announcements about 
your voting rights. 
The fact is that it had been 
discovered that far too many people 
in South Australia failed to claim 
their full electoral voting rights. 
Also a surprisingly large number 
of South Australians didn't under-
stand the fact that thfere are two 
^fcouses in our Parliament and thi§ • 
requires two enrolments and two 
votes from all qualified citizens. 
Most people knew about the 
House of Assembly, or the Lower 
House as it is sometimes called. 
And most people understood that 
voting was compulsory for this Hous^. 
Where the confusion arose 
was with regard to the Upper House, 
or the Legislative Council as it is 
officially called. 
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Too many people seemed to 
think that only property owners 
were entitled to vote for this. 
^^ As a result, the State's 
Returning Officer asked that 
something should "be done to tell 
people the real facts and a short 
advertising campaign was the result. 
The advertisement in the 
daily papers detailed the qualifica-
tions entitling you to vote for the 
^^legislative Council. 
CU ADVERTISEMENT. 
Without going too deeply into 
the subject, I would like to remind 
you briefly of these qualifications. 
If you are what is known as 
an Inhabitant Occupier - that is 
if you are the head of the house, 
be it a flat or a home unit, you 
are qualified to vote. 
xcu QUALIFICATIONS 
If you own property, either 
all your own or in joint ownership 
with some other person such as your 
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husband or wife, you are also 
qualified. 
If you are a Registered 
'Leaseholder or a Crown Leaseholder 
you are qualified. 
And if you have had^war 
service during any war in which the 
Commonwealth has "been involved, you 
are also qualified to vote for the 
Legislative Council. 
n 
New Electoral Rolls have 
een printed "by the Government 
Computer and these have been 
distributed to all Post Offices. 
What the advertisements asked 
you to do was to visit your local 
Post Office and look for your name 
in the Roll. 
If your name had the initials 
"L.C." in front of it, you are 
entitled to a vote. But if the 
letters "L.C." do not appear in 
front of your name then you should 
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check your qualifications. If you 
do qualify then all you have to do 
is to ask the Post Office attendant 
for an Enrolment Card, fill it in 
and drop it in the letterbox. It 
doesn't even need a stamp. 
To help you further, all CU, 
Post Offices will soon have a 
prominent sign displayed to show 
you just where the Electoral Roll 
is kept. 
These then are the facts whiclh CU. 
were described in last week's advertising 
campaign. We wanted everybody to 
understand the Parliamentary system 
in this State and we wanted everybodjy 
who was entitled to a vote to clkim 
that vote. 
We expected to get a reasonable 
return of electoral claim forms. 
In.fact we are getting a minor avalafciche 
of them. 
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Following the short advertising 
campaign, this has leapt some 500 
per cent to an average of UOO a day. -
^ A n d they are still coming in. -
This is very satisfactory 
"because it obviously means that a 
great number of people have realised 
for the first time that they have not 
been exercising their full citizenship 
rights. 
The Government believes that 
people should properly understand 
their Parliamentary system and should 
claim their full voting rights. 
It is to be hoped that everyone will 
make sure of their enrolment by 
visiting the Post Offices. Hundreds 
a day are doing so. 
I sincerely hope that you 
are one of them. 
GOOD NIGHT. 
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